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STATEMENT BY SECRETARY KERRY: ON THE MURDER OF 

A LOCALLY-HIRED EMPLOYEE OF THE U.S. MISSION IN 

BANGLADESH 

 

DHAKA, April 25, 2016 -- The men and women of the U.S. State Department join me today in 

condemning the barbaric murder of Mr. Xulhaz Mannan, a locally-hired employee of our 

embassy in Dhaka, Bangladesh, and another of his activist friends.  We are profoundly saddened 

by the loss of one of our own in such a senseless act of violence, and we extend our deepest 

condolences to Xulhaz’s family and loved ones.   

Xulhaz, who worked for the United States Agency for International Development, was a trusted 

colleague, a beloved friend, and advocate for human rights and dignity in Bangladesh.  In many 

ways, he embodied the spirit of the people of Bangladesh and the pride with which they guard 

their traditions of tolerance, peace, and diversity. 

We offer our full support to the government of Bangladesh as they investigate these murders and 

bring the perpetrators to justice.  We remain committed to the principles that were so important 

to Xulhaz, and we promise to support all those who work on behalf of tolerance and human 

rights in Bangladesh and around the world. 
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